Introduction
In 1991, pandemic cholera completed its encirclement of the globe; 59 countries reported 594 
Cholera Cases
The timetable for heightened surveillance is shown in Figure 1 . On November 5, the Hawaii Department of Health notified all physicians in Hawaii that cholera had occurred, outlined methods for cholera diagnosis and treatment, and requested immediate reporting of suspected cholera cases. The following day, the department issued a news release encouraging all persons with severe diarrhea to see a physician. On November 8, the health department asked all clinical laboratories in Hawaii to culture diarrheal stool specimens from persons 5 years old and older for V cholerae 01 on thiosulfate citrate bile-salts sucrose (TCBS) medium. Methods for isolation and identification of V cholerae 01 were described, and TCBS medium and alkaline peptone water were offered.
In mid-November, we reviewed emergency room records from civilian medical hospitals on Oahu for persons presenting with diarrhea or gastroenteritis from 1 week before to 2 weeks after onset of the two confirmed cases. Persons suspected of having cholera-persons 5 years old and older with nonbloody diarrhea (three or more loose stools in 24 hours) lasting less than 10 days-were identified through hospital chart review. We attempted to interview and obtain sera from all such persons. Moore swabs were placed in influent lines of 12 major Oahu sewage treatment plants on November Patients A and B had no water source in common and denied purchasing foods from the same retailers. In the week before illness they had consumed only four items in common: raw fish, commercially produced mayonnaise, soy sauce, and canned tuna. The last three items are unlikely vehicles for Vcholerae 01.
Because undercooked seafood is often implicated in cholera outbreaks,2'n'6 fresh seafoods were traced back; five wholesale distributors were common to both patients. Site visits confirmed the possibility of seafood cross-contamination; however, employees at all five distributors denied having diarrheal illness, and environmental swabs at three failed to recover V cholerae 01. 
